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Response to Amendment 

The Examiner respectfully submits a response to the amendment received on 3/7/2005 
of application no. 10/001,585 filed on 10/31/2001 in which claims 12-24, and 38-53 are 
currently pending. 

Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 12, 19, 23, 46, and 50 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
claim language indicates associating the bookmark and captured image data such that 
the captured image may be ordered. The claim language "such that... may be..." 
renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the 
phrase are part of the claimed invention. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 12-14, 16, 18-20, 22-24, 40, 44, and 46-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakamura (U.S. Pat. No.6,337,951), in view of 
Steinberg et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,750,902), and further in view of Nicholson (Int. 
Pub. No. WO 01/20489). 

Regarding claim 12, Nakamura discloses a system which receives event 
bookmarks comprising: an image capture device that captures at least one image of an 
event (Fig. 1 , element 20); a receiver (Fig. 1 , element 29) residing in the image capture 
device and configured to receive an event bookmark broadcasted by an event 
bookmark broadcaster (Fig. 1 , element 10); and a processing device configured to 
associate the received event bookmark with the captured image (Fig. 1, element 21). 
Nakamura does not disclose the camera comprises a transceiver; and associating the 
captured image with information corresponding to a time at which the image is captured, 
such that the captured image may be ordered in a time sequence with a plurality of 
other images captured by other image capture devices. 

However, Steinberg discloses a camera comprises a transmitter (Fig. 1 , element 
44). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a camera with a transmitter in 
order to send image data to a network or a computer (col. 1 , lines 54-59). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a camera with a transmitter in order to send image data to a network or a 
computer. 

Furthermore, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
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captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4), such as time (Abstract, lines 6-8). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have provided a system that receives images from plural cameras, wherein the 
images are annotated with text containing details about the captured images and the 
images are indexed and retrieved according to the image annotations (Page 4), such as 
time, in order to review images relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a system associating captured images with information corresponding to 
a time at which the image is captured, such that the captured image may be ordered in 
a time sequence with a plurality of other images captured by other image capture 
devices in order to review images relating to specific events. 

Regarding claim 13, Nakamura discloses the processing device further 
comprising a processor configured to execute logic such that the received event 
bookmark is associated with the at least one captured image (Fig. 3, Data Pick-up and 
Record Main Data). 

Regarding claim 14, Nakamura discloses a memory residing in the image 
capture device, the memory configured to store the received event bookmark such that 
the event bookmark is associated with at least one subsequently captured image (Fig. 
3, Data Pick-up and Record Main Data). 

Regarding claim 16, Nakamura discloses an antennae coupled to the transceiver 
and configured to detect radio frequency (RF) signals having the event bookmark (Fig. 
1 , element 29). 
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Regarding claim 18, Nakamura discloses an infrared sensor coupled to the 
transceiver and configured to detect infrared signals having the event (col. 7, lines 37- 
42). 

Regarding claim 19, please see the rejection of claim 12. 

Regarding claim 20, please see the rejection of claim 14. 

Regarding claim 22, Nakamura discloses communicating the captured image of 
interest and the associated event bookmark to an image data manager (Fig. 7, element 
66). 

Regarding claim 23, Nakamura teaches a computer readable medium having a 
program for associating an event bookmark with a captured image (Fig. 1 , element 21 ; 
col. 1 , lines 59-65), the program comprising logic configured to perform the steps of: 
receiving an event bookmark (col. 4, lines 16-20); receiving a captured image of interest 
from an image capture device (col. 4, lines 1-26); associating the captured image of 
interest with the received event bookmark (col. 4, lines 1-26); and storing the captured 
image of interest and the associated event bookmark in a memory (col. 4, lines 1-26). 

Nakamura does not disclose associating the captured image with information 
corresponding to a time at which the image is captured, such that the captured image 
may be ordered in a time sequence with a plurality of other images captured by other 
image capture devices. 

However, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
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annotations (Page 4), such as time (Abstract, lines 6-8). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have provided a system that receives images from plural cameras, wherein the 
images are annotated with text containing details about the captured images and the 
images are indexed and retrieved according to the image annotations (Page 4), such as 
time, in order to review images relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a system associating captured images with information corresponding to 
a time at which the image is captured, such that the captured image may be ordered in 
a time sequence with a plurality of other images captured by other image capture 
devices in order to review images relating to specific events. 

Regarding claim 24, Nakamura discloses logic configured to perform the steps 
of: storing in the memory a most recently received event bookmark (col. 4, lines 16-20); 
and retrieving the most recently received event bookmark from the memory in response 
to the step of receiving the captured image, such that the most recently received event 
bookmark is associated with the received captured image of interest (col. 4, lines 20- 
26). 

Regarding claim 40, Nakamura discloses the received event bookmark 
comprises meta-data (Fig. 2, Title Data) that corresponds to a predefined occurrence in 
the event (Fig. 6A) because the lion is a user predefined occurrence in the event since 
the user designates the lion for image capture. Nakamura does not disclose the 
captured image may be further ordered in a time sequence with the plurality of other 
images captured based upon the predefined occurrence in the event. 
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However, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4), such as time (Abstract, lines 6-8). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have provided a system that receives images from plural cameras, wherein the 
images are annotated with text containing details about the captured images and the 
images are indexed and retrieved according to the image annotations (Page 4), such as 
time, in order to review images relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have ordered captured images in a time sequence with the plurality of other images 
captured based upon the predefined occurrence in the event. 

Regarding claim 44, please see the rejection of claim 40. 

Regarding claim 46, Nakamura discloses a system which receives event 
bookmarks comprising: an image capture device that captures at least one image of an 
event (Fig. 1 , element 20); a receiver residing in the image capture device and 
configured to receive an event bookmark broadcasted by an event bookmark 
broadcaster (Fig. 1, element 29), the event bookmark comprising meta-data (Fig. 2, 
Title Data) relating to at least one predefined occurrence in the event (Fig. 6A) because 
the lion is a user predefined occurrence in the event since the user designates the lion 
for image capture; and a processing device configured to associate the received event 
bookmark with the captured image (Fig. 1 , element 21 ). Nakamura does not disclose 
the camera comprises a transceiver; and the captured image may be grouped with at 
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least one other image captured at the event by at least one other image capture device, 
the grouping based upon the predefined occurrence in the event which is identifiable by 
the meta-data. 

However, Steinberg discloses a camera comprises a transmitter (Fig. 1, element 
44). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a camera with a transmitter in 
order to send image data to a network or a computer (col. 1, lines 54-59). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a camera with a transmitter in order to send image data to a network or a 
computer. 

Furthermore, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a system 
wherein the captured image may be grouped with at least one other image captured at 
the event by at least one other image capture device, the grouping based upon the 
predefined occurrence in the event which is identifiable by the meta-data in order to 
review images with text annotation relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provide a system wherein the captured image may be grouped with at 
least one other image captured at the event by at least one other image capture device, 
the grouping based upon the predefined occurrence in the event which is identifiable by 
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the meta-data. Although Nakamura discloses the camera comprises a receiver, 
Nakamura does not disclose the camera further comprises a transmitter. 

Regarding claim 47, Nakamura discloses the meta-data comprises descriptive 
information corresponding to the occurrence at the event (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 48, Nakamura discloses the meta-data comprises a sequence 
of alphanumeric characters, wherein one of the alphanumeric characters corresponds to 
the occurrence at the event (Fig. 2, Title Data). 

Regarding claim 49, Nakamura does not disclose the meta-data comprises time 
information, wherein the time information permits identification of the occurrence at the 
event. However, Nicholson discloses the meta-data comprises time information, 
wherein the time information permits identification of the occurrence at the event 
(Abstract, line 8). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided meta-data 
comprising time information in order to retrieve images by entry of various identification 
parameters such at time (Abstract, lines 6-8). As a result, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided meta-data 
comprising time information, wherein the time information permits identification of the 
occurrence at the event in order to retrieve images by entry of various identification 
parameters such at time. 

Claims 15, 21, 41-43, and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakamura (U.S. Pat. No.6,337,951), in view of 
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Steinberg et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,750,902), in view of Nicholson (Int. Pub. No. WO 
01/20489), and further in view of Honda et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,296,884). 

Regarding claim 15, Honda discloses a clock residing in the image capture 
device, the clock configured to generate a time stamp such that the time stamp is 
associated with the at least one subsequently captured image and the event bookmark 
(col. 5, lines 6-23, receiving time data). One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have provided a camera with the ability to determine a receiving time 
data for the purpose of determining the location where a picture was taken (col. 4, lines 
33-36). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have provided a clock residing in the image capture device, the 
clock configured to generate a time stamp such that the time stamp is associated with 
the at least one subsequently captured image and the event bookmark, for the purpose 
of determining the location where a picture was taken. 

Regarding claim 21, please see the rejection of claim 15. 

Regarding claim 41 , Honda discloses the time stamp corresponds to a period of 
time between image capture and receipt of the event bookmark (col. 5, lines 6-23) 
because the difference between the receiving time data and the transmission time data 
is calculated in order to determine a photographing location. 

Regarding claim 42, Honda discloses detecting an event bookmark comprising a 
time stamp that corresponds to a time that the event bookmark was broadcast to the 
image capture device (col. 5, lines 6-23, transmission time data). 
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Regarding claim 43, Honda discloses generating a clocking device time stamp 
(col. 3, line 63-col. 4, line 4, time data) such that the captured image may be further 
ordered in a time sequence with the plurality of other images captured based upon the 
received event bookmark time stamp and the clocking device time stamp. 

Regarding claim 45, Honda discloses the time stamp corresponds to a period of 
time between image capture and receipt of the event bookmark (col. 5, lines 6-23) 
because the difference between the receiving time data and the transmission time data 
is calculated in order to determine a photographing location. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakamura 
(U.S. Pat. No.6,337,951), in view of Steinberg et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,750,902), in 
view of Nicholson (Int. Pub. No. WO 01/20489), and further in view of Mauro et al. 
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,144). 

Regarding claim 17, Nakamura discloses the data sender sends scene data via 
radio or infrared waves (Fig. 7, element 37-42). Nakamura does not teach that 
communication with the camera may comprise an optical sensor coupled to the 
transceiver and configured to detect optical signals. 

However, Mauro et al. teaches communication with the camera may comprise an 
optical sensor coupled to a transceiver and configured to detect optical signals (Fig. 2, 
elements 52 and 110; col. 4, line 57-col. 5, line 2). One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have provided an optical sensor coupled to the transceiver and configured to detect 
optical signals for the purpose of enabling communication with the camera using 
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elements of a light beam auto-focus system already provided in the camera (col. 4, lines 
57-60). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have provided an optical sensor coupled to a transceiver and 
configured to detect optical signals for the purpose of enabling communication with the 
camera using elements of a light beam auto-focus system already provided in the 
camera. 

Claims 50-53 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakamura (U.S. Pat. No.6,337,951) in view of Nicholson (Int. Pub. No. WO 
01/20489). 

Regarding claim 50, Nakamura discloses a method for receiving event 
bookmarks, the method comprising: receiving an event bookmark broadcasted from an 
event bookmark broadcaster (Fig. 1 , element 10), the event bookmark comprising meta- 
data (Fig. 2); capturing an image of interest with an image capture device (Fig. 3, 
Exposure); and associating the captured image of interest with the detected event 
bookmark (Fig. 6A). Nakamura does not disclose that the captured image may be 
grouped with at least one other image captured at the event by at least one other image 
capture device, the grouping based upon the predefined occurrence in the event which 
is identifiable by the meta-data. 

However, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
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annotations (Page 4). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a system 
wherein the captured image may be grouped with at least one other image captured at 
the event by at least one other image capture device, the grouping based upon the 
predefined occurrence in the event which is identifiable by the meta-data in order to 
review images with text annotation relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provide a system wherein the captured image may be grouped with at 
least one other image captured at the event by at least one other image capture device, 
the grouping based upon the predefined occurrence in the event which is identifiable by 
the meta-data. Although Nakamura discloses the camera comprises a receiver, 
Nakamura does not disclose the camera further comprises a transmitter. Official Notice 
is given that one of ordinary skill in the art would have configured a camera with a 
transmitter, in addition to a receiver, in order to transfer captured images to an external 
device for viewing or editing. As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided the camera with a transceiver 
in order to transfer captured images to an external device for viewing or editing. 

Regarding claim 51 , Nakamura discloses storing in the memory a most recently 
received event bookmark (Fig. 3, Data Pick-up); and retrieving a most recently received 
event bookmark from the memory in response to the step of receiving the captured 
image, such that the meta-data of the most recently received event bookmark is 
associated with the received captured image of interest (Fig. 3, Record Main Data). 
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Regarding claim 52, Nakamura discloses storing the event bookmark in a 
memory residing in the image capture device (Fig. 3, Data Pick-up); capturing a second 
image of interest with an image capture device (Fig. 3, element Exposure); and 
retrieving the event bookmark from the memory in response to the step of capturing the 
second captured image, such that the meta-data of the second image is associated with 
the meta-data (Fig. 3, Record Main Data), and such that the second image may be 
grouped with the previously captured image and the other image captured at the event 
by the other image capture device. 

Regarding claim 53, Nakamura discloses receiving a second event bookmark 
broadcasted from an event bookmark broadcaster (Fig. 3, Data Pick-up), the event 
bookmark comprising second meta-data capturing a second image of interest with an 
image capture device (Fig. 3, Exposure); and associating the second captured image of 
interest with the detected second, event bookmark (Fig. 3, Record Main Data), such that 
the captured image may be grouped with another image captured at the event by the 
other image capture device, the second grouping based upon a second predefined 
occurrence in the event which is identifiable by the second meta-data. 

Claims 12, and 38-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Honda et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,296,884), in view of Steinberg et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
6,750,902), and further in view of Nicholson (Int. Pub. No. WO 01/20489). 

Regarding claim 12, Honda discloses a system which receives event bookmarks 
(GPS coordinates) comprising: an image capture device that captures at least one 
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image of an event (Fig. 1, element 30); a receiver residing in the image capture device 
and configured to receive an event bookmark broadcasted by an event bookmark 
broadcaster (Fig. 3, element 10); and a processing device configured to associate the 
received event bookmark with the captured image (col. 2, lines 20-27) and with 
information corresponding to a time at which the image is captured (col. 3, line 64-col. 4, 
line 5). Honda does not disclose the camera comprises a transmitter; and the captured 
image may be ordered in a time sequence with a plurality of other images captured by 
other image capture devices. 

However, Steinberg discloses a camera comprises a transmitter (Fig. 1 , element 
44). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a camera with a transmitter in 
order to send image data to a network or a computer (col. 1 , lines 54-59). As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a camera with a transmitter in order to send image data to a network or a 
computer. 

Furthermore, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4), such as time (Abstract, lines 6-8). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have provided a system that receives images from plural cameras, wherein the 
images are annotated with text containing details about the captured images and the 
images are indexed and retrieved according to the image annotations (Page 4), such as 
time, in order to review images relating to specific events (Page 4, par 2). As a result, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have provided a system associating captured images with information corresponding to 
a time at which the image is captured, such that the captured image may be ordered in 
a time sequence with a plurality of other images captured by other image capture 
devices in order to review images relating to specific events. 

Regarding claim 38, Honda discloses the received event bookmark comprises a 
time stamp that corresponds to a time that the event bookmark was broadcast to the 
image capture device (col. 5, lines 6-23, transmission time data). 

Regarding claim 39, Honda discloses a clocking device that generates another 
time stamp (col. 3, line 63-col. 4, line 4, time data). Furthermore, Honda discloses 
searching according to time and location (col. 6, lines 22-50). Honda does not disclose 
ordering in a time sequence with the plurality of other images captured based upon the 
received event bookmark time stamp and the clocking device time stamp. 

However, Nicholson discloses a system that receives images from plural 
cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4), such as time and location (Abstract, lines 6-8; Page 2, line 2). 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a system that receives images from 
plural cameras, wherein the images are annotated with text containing details about the 
captured images and the images are indexed and retrieved according to the image 
annotations (Page 4), such as time and location, in order to review images relating to 
specific events or places (Page 4, par 2). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7366. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James 
Groody can be reached at (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian Jelinek ^ <\ 



5/2/2005 



s lamesJ.Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit #2 




